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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE NATIVE VILLAGE 

OF KOYUK 

We, a group of Eskimos having the common bond of living together 
in the Village of Koyuk, Territory of xYlaska, in order to have better 
life and greater security, make for ourselves this Constitution and 
By-laws, by authority of the act of Congress of June 18, 1934 (4S btat. 
984) , as amended by the acts of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378) , and May 1, 
1936 (49 Stat. 1*250). 

Article 1 — Name 

This organization shall be called the “Native Village of Koyuk." 

Article 2 — Membership 

Section 1. First Members. — All persons whose names are on the list 
of native residents, made according to the Instructions of the Secretary 
of the Interior for organization in Alaska, shall be members of the 
Village. 

Sec. 2. Children of Members . — All children, all adopted children, 
and all children making permanent homes with members, shall be 
members of the Village. 

Sec. 3. Loss of Membership.— An? member may willingly give up 
his membership, or his membership may be taken away for good 
reason by the Village, or if he moves away from the Village, intending 
not to return, he shall lose his membership. 

Sec. 4. New Membership . — Any person who has lost his membership 
and any other native person may be made a member if he sets up a 
home in the Village. 

Sec. 5. Membership Rules .— The Village may make rules to govern 
membership, either for the purpose of carrying out this Aiticle oi 
covering membership matters not taken cax*e of in this Article. 

Article 3 — Governing Body 

Section 1. Choice of Governing Body . — At a general meeting fol- 
lowing the acceptance of this Constitution, the Village membership 
shall decide what kind of governing body it wishes to set up to speak 
and act for the Village and to use the powers of the Village. 

Sec. 2. Choice of Officers.— The Village shall at the same time decide 
how members and officers of the governing body shall be chosen and 

(l) 


888639 — 50 



2 



% 


how long they shall serve. The Village shall then choose the members 
to serve on the governing body and such officers as may be thought 
necessary. 

Sec. 3. Meetings of M embership and Governing Body.— The Village 
shall decide when and how often there should be meetings of the whole 
Village membership as well as of the governing body; also, it shall 
decide what notice shall be given for the calling of meetings and how 
many members must be present at such meetings in order to do busi- 
ness; and it may make any other rules necessary for the holding of 
meetings. A general meeting of the whole membership shall be held 
at least once a year. 

Sec. 4. Record and Report of Village Decisions. — A record shall be 
made and kept of all the rules made under sections 1, 2. and 3 of this 
Article, which record shall be called the Record of Organization of the 
Native Village of Koyuk. Copies of this record shall be given to the 
teacher or other representative of the Office of Indian Affairs serving 
the Village. There shall be put in the record the names of all persons 
chosen to be officers of the Village. 


Article 4: — Powers of the Village 

Section 1 , Powers Held. — The Village shall have the following 
powers : 

To do all things for the common good which it has done or has had 
the right to do in the past and which are not against Federal law and 
such Territorial law as may apply ; 

To deal with the F ederal and Territorial Governments on matters 
which interest the Village, to stop any giving or taking away of Village 
lands or other property without its consent, and to get legal aid. as set 
forth in the act of June 18, 1934, as amended ; 

.To control the use by members or nonmembers of any reserve set aside 
by the Federal Government for the Village and to keep order in the 
reserve ; 

To guard and to foster native life, arts and possessions and native 
customs not against the law. 

Sec. 2. Grant of More Powers. — The Village may have and use such 
other powers as may be given to it by the Federal or Territorial 
Government. 

Sec. 3. Use of P ov:ers.— The governing body shall put into use such 
of the powers of the Village as the Village may give to it at general 
meetings of the membership and shall make reports of its actions to 
the membership at general meetings. 

Sec. 4. Ride-making Poicer. — The Village may make rules which are 
not against law to carry out the words of this Constitution. 
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Article o — Rights of Members 

C ~'-- Section 1 . Right to Vote .— All members of the Village 21 years of 

- ' age or over shall have the right to vote in Village meetings and elections. 
Sec. 2. Right to Speak and Meet Freely .— Members of the Village 
shall have the right to speak and meet together freely in a peaceable 
way. 

Sec. 3. Right to Share in Benefits .— Members of the Village shall 
have equal chance to share in the benefits of the "V illage. 

Article 6 — Changes in the Constitution 

Changes in this Constitution and By-laws may be made if the 
changes are approved by the Secretary of the Interior and by the 
majority vote of the Village members voting in an election called by 
the Secretary of the Interior at which at least 30 percent of the voting 
membership take part. 

BY-LAWS OF THE NATIVE VILLAGE OF KOYUK 


Article 1 — Officers and Their Duties 

Section 1 . Village Records .— The Village or the governing body 
shall choose one or more members who shall have the duty of keeping 

0 records of all actions and decisions of the Village and of the governing 
body and of giving copies of the records to the representative of the 
, - Office of Indian Affairs serving the Village. 

r Sec. 2. Village Funds .— The Village or the governing body shall 

choose one or more members who shall have the duty of caring for the 

C * Village funds and keeping records of all funds taken in and paid out 

^ and giving copies of the records to the representative of the Office of 
Indian Affairs. 

Sec. 3. Officers and agents . — The Village or the governing body mav 
• choose as many officers and agents as it may need to carry out its duties 
and shall state the length of service and the duties of each officer or 
agent when he is chosen. 

Article 2 — Adoption 

This Constitution and By-laws shall be in effect when it is agreed to 
by a majority vote of the Village members voting in an election called 
for the purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at 
least 30 percent of the voting membership take part. The persons 
entitled to vote are all the adult native residents in the Village of 
Koyuk. 
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APPROVAL 

sistant ScretarTof the i *?' 1 ?** , hereb3 : a PP™*ed by the As- 
rejection bv the’oToiro of F > ei- '° r anc ^ submitted for acceptance or 

fogether in the village of Kovu^ b ° nd of , liv ! n S 

called and held under the Instructions of the Secretary of^lTl^ 011 

DepartmenVrArS 1 Office T’ ^ T ******* 

incompatible with anv of tlie m-m- - • * ,‘ n ! s ’ 50 * ar as fc h e J m& 7 be 

to .bide by the protons of the soid O.^ituSS B^ 0rdered 

[seal] C. Girard Davidsox, 

Wash™™, D. C„ July 23 i W . Sccr ‘‘ ! “> 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

bond of residence in the v;iio„ * r J . ^ Kimos having a common 

3~ « *T* M, !««. My 

TJI, T WhiCh °T thirt >' !*"*”« of those e’n'titled'to TOte 

Acts of Jrae ,5, 1S35 (J8 stat . ** 

Elsie Douglas, 

Vuh Dodge, Chairman, Election Board. 

Government Representative. 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE NATIVE VILLAGE OF 
KOYUK, ALASKA 

A FEDERAL CORPORATION CHARTERED UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 
IS, 1934, AS AMENDED BY THE ACT OF MAY 1, 1936 

Whereas, a group of Eskimos having a common bond of living to- 
gether in Koyuk, Territory of Alaska, seek to organize under Sections 
16 and 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 9S4), and Section 1 
of the Act of May 1, 1936 (49 Stat. 1250), by adoption of a Com 
stitution and By-laws and a Charter approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior, 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Native 
Village of Koyuk have petitioned that a Charter of incorporation be 
granted to such group of Eskimos, subject to ratification by a vote of 
the adult Eskimos living in the Native Village of Koyuk, 

Now, therefore, I, C. Girard Davidson, Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, by virtue of the authority given to me by the above acts, do 
hereby submit this Charter of incorporation to the group of Eskimos 
so organizing. 

Section* 1. Purpose and Same . — In order to enable the Village 
and its members to do various kinds of business for their good, the 
Village is hereby chartered as a corporation of the United States of 
America under the name of ‘'Native Village of Koyuk’\ 

Sec. 2. Membership . — The corporation shall be a membership cor- 
poration, consisting of all persons of the Village considered members 
under the rules of its Constitution. 

Sec. 3. Management . — The corporation shall be managed by the 
governing body set up under the Constitution. 

Sec. 4. Powers . — The corporation shall have the power to do the 
following things : 

To own. hold, manage and dispose of all Village property : 

To make contracts; 

To sue and be sued ; 

To borrow money from the revolving Indian credit fund and to 
use it under the loan contract; 

To enter into any business or activity that will bettor the condition 
of the Village and its members: 

To do such other things as may be necessary to carry on the business 
and activities of the Village. 

Sec. 5. Limits to Powers , — In using its powers the corporation must 
not do the following things : 

Go against any law or the Constitution and By-laws of the Village; 

Sell or mortgage any land set aside as a reserve for the Village; 
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Make leases, permits or romrarts covering an,- beds or .raters set 
as'de ns . reserve for the Village ,,-itho.,, t he approval of the Secretary 
orthelntenoi 01 his authorized representative. 

T °! f em ^ er!k ~^ vo l ,ert . v ownefl !>v a member of the 
Ws conset " m the debrs ° f the ^ovation without 

hnf -£r * Reno> r/.i.-~1 he corporation shall keep correct records of its 
usiness and activities and give copies of these records when asked to 

village 0 repreSemat,Ve ° f the 0ffice of Indian Affairs serving the 

m^'hvV.^Ar *" Charter. Changes in the Charter may be 
shall be i f f * a ] )pr0Ved by the Seflet:1I A of the Interior 
votLi, ,' CeWen Tlf f ° b> " a majorifv vote of those members 
Sr n 110 " > i r tI,e See, ‘ t:tar - V 0f tI,e I»^>-ior : Provided., 

hi’ f ‘ n r Pei ' C ° nt 0t th “ vot, »ff membership votes. The Charter 

Congress C ° ^ f0, ‘ ul1 ti,,ie ' " nless ^t, away by act of 

JMSC. n Adoption of (J ha rtr r.—’X\ i is; Chart,-.- >hall I* i„ JVnve when 

t is agreed to by a. majority vote of iluwe members voting in an 

e lectton called by the Secretary of the Interior, provided, that at least 

tl,e Vot 1 menibersh ip votes and provided that the 

s ‘7 /f ro a Constlt " no11 ; »nd By-laws approved bv the 
oecietary of the Interior. 

This Charter is hereby approved and submitted to the group of 
s vinios hat mg a common bond of residence it. the Village of Koyttk 

tleln t' ‘ °t f A,M ;V 0b - V ° ted 011 *" il " elmio » C;ll,t>d m>d held under 
the Instructions of the Secretary of tlie Interior. 

[seal] C. (tIKakO Daviosox. 

-A-'Wxtaht Ser f 'rta r if 0 f fj ke I n t en ' or 

n ashixgtox, D. C., July 23 , lOtf . 

CERTIFICATION 

•Pursuant to an order, approved July 23. l‘>4<;. |>v the Assistant Sec- 
te an of the Interior, the attached Charter was submitted for ratifi- 

i ^ <* 

dIg f/rt ?; ■ , “ m,0, * v of Alaskil - «*"' m. August 16. 

1946. duly ratified by a vote of AS for. ami ... against, in an election 

in which over JO percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots in 
accordance with the Alaska Act of iUav 1 I 93 tj (49 St-it iovu " 1 

section 17 of the Act of June is, 1934 (48 &at. 954 ). as amended b> 
the Act of June 15. 1935 t-io o-ot ’ “<-m-ieu dj 


(49 Stat. 378). 


Viah Dodge, 

Government Representative. 

o 


Pi-SiE Douglas. 
Chairman . Election Board. 


